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SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF QUEENS

In the Matter of the Application of

RIVERKEEPER, INC.,

Petitioner/Plaintiff,
for a judgment pursuant to Article 78 of the Civil Practice Law Index No.
and Rules, breach of contract, and declaratory judgement RIIN
0.

pursuant to section 3001 of the Civil Practice Law and Rules,
-against-

the NEW YORK CITY DEPARTMENT OF
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION,

Respondent/Defendant.

AFFIRMATION OF KATHLEEN NOLAN
IN SUPPORT OF PETITIONER’S PETITION AND COMLPAINT

STATE OF NEW YORK )
) ss:
ULSTER COUNTY )

KATHLEEN NOLAN, MSL, MD, being duly sworn, deposes and says:

1. I submit this affirmation in support of Petitioner-Plaintiff’s Petition and Complaint.

2. [ am a member in good standing of Riverkeeper, Inc., the Petitioner-Plaintiff in this
matter.

3. I am over the age of 18, am competent to testify about the following matters, and

would testify about these matters if called upon to do so.
4, I reside at 5321 Route 28, Mount Tremper, New York 12457, in the county of

Ulster.
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5. I have lived within the boundaries of the New York City Watershed since 1989, and
I choose to live within the Watershed and Catskill Park in part due to my desire to obtain
recreational, health, aesthetic and spiritual benefits from protected lands and waters.

6. I am an elected Ulster County Legislator, serving on the Legislature’s Energy,
Environment & Sustainability Committee. I also voluntarily serve as a legislative liaison to the
Ulster County Soil & Water Conservation District (the “UCSWCD”) Board. The UCSWCD is
“an agency of action, responsible for the direct design and implementation of engineering and
agronomic practices intended for the improvement of water quality and the preservation of the
County's natural resources, in both rural and urban capacity.” Although I am an elected
representative, I submit this affirmation in only my personal capacity.

7. I am a member of and leader of multiple local, regional, and state-level nonprofit
and other community organizations dedicated to protecting the quality of air, water, and soil in
New York State, the Catskills, Catskill Park, and New York City Watershed.

8. I am also the Senior Research Director for Catskill Mountainkeeper, and have been
employed by Catskill Mountainkeeper for roughly 15 years. Catskill Mountainkeeper’s mission is
to “protect the Catskill Park and Region by supporting policies and strategies that safeguard its
natural environment and promote sustainable, resilient, and just communities.” I have served as
Catskill Mountainkeeper’s representative to the Ashokan Reservoir Working Group and the New
York City Environmental Coordination Committee convened by the New York City Department
of Environmental Protection (“DEP”’). Although I am on staff with Catskill Mountainkeeper, |
submit this affirmation in only my personal capacity.

0. I hold a Doctor of Medicine degree from Yale University School of Medicine and a

Masters of Studies in Law degree from Yale Law School.
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10. I am a frequent hiker, cyclist, birder and stream user (for wading, swimming,
fishing, floating, and kayaking) in the Catskill Mountains, Catskill Park, and New York City
Watershed.

11. While I believe some development in the watershed is crucial to preserving
communities, including potential renewable energy development, it is important to me that such
development comply with the law and undergo formal review to identify and mitigate
environmental impacts to the maximum extent practicable.

12. I am aware of the 1997 New York City Watershed Memorandum of Agreement and
subsequent related agreements, and I benefit from their protections of the natural areas in the New
York City Watershed and Catskill Park, including through conservation easements on lands
owned by DEP. The erosion of those protections would negatively impact the natural spaces,
beauty and recreational value of the region where I live.

13. I have been informed and am concerned that no environmental review pursuant to
the State Environmental Quality Review Act was completed prior to DEP entering into an
agreement to allow development of utility infrastructure, renewable energy infrastructure, new
roads, and sand, stone and gravel mining on properties where those activities were previously
prohibited by environmental easements.

14. I am concerned that any relaxation of the conservation easements on lands held by
DEP that would allow such development would immediately affect my interests in living in and
enjoying Catskill Park and the New York City Watershed. I would suffer immediate and
irreparable injury to my recreational, health, aesthetic and spiritual interests as a result of
development on previously protected Watershed lands. My enjoyment of green space, preserved

lands, and natural resources will be diminished and it is likely that I will encounter decreased
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