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ASSEMBLY MEMBER PAULIN: Sorry, the next
speaker is Fox Green.

MR. FOX GREEN: Hi there. My name is Fox, and
I am a resident of Kingston, New York. I've lived in
the Hudson Valley for the last 17 years and what I'm
here to say is we're already witnessing the devastating
consequences of removing nuclear energy from our grid.
Since the closure Indian Point nuclear, New York State
has seen an increase in emissions, a rising energy costs
and devastating economic loss rippling out from the town
Buchanan. Shutting down our State's nuclear power has
been demonstrably bad by every metric.

In contrast, the Build Public Renewables Act
does not focus on these metrics that matter. Jobs,
electricity costs or even emissions. Rather, the point
of this bill is to shoehorn a single type of energy
under the guise of public good. It is the job of
representative governments to use all the tools at their
disposal to manage the operation of society as
rationally as possible for human welfare. Focusing on a
single type of energy, weather dependent renewable in
this case, 1s irrational and irresponsible. Why would
we self-impose artificial limits on how to best manage
our energy grid?

It's clear who is the beneficiary of this
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legislation. 1It's not the working people of New York.
The flawed legislation, known as the Build Public
Renewables Act, i1s not about public good by any metric
but rather was created to enshrine preferential
treatment for a specific type of power generation at the
expense of all other humane metrics. The United States
or I'm sorry, the State of New York would greatly
benefit from the public control, United States too.

The State of New York would greatly benefit
from the public control or the production and
transmission of our electrical grid. Despite its name,
this bill does not attempt to do such a thing. I'm
calling on my elected representatives to cast away
ideological legislation like the Build Public Renewables
Act. We need rational and sane energy policy that
improves the economy and lives on New Yorkers. Thank
you.

ASSEMBLY MEMBER PAULIN: Thank you very much.
The next speaker is Brian Wilson.

MR. BRIAN WILSON: Hello gathered committee
members and thank you for hosting a public hearing on
this topic. I am Brian Wilson of [unintelligible]
County and I had been following the bill that prompted
this hearing to Build Public Renewables Act or BPRA for

about a year now. And in March of this year wrote the
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piece the grid greens and growth, the fight for
industrial prosperity and a critique of the public power
in New York Coalition, laying out my problems with the
BPRA and the coalition as pushing it.

I'm heartened that the bill in question was
not mentioned in notice for this hearing. I hope that
this is a sign of the legislators going to make a more
encompassing view of public power not constrained by the
green NGO's and the full progressives that helped write
this bill. However, the subject of today's hearing is
on the State's role in renewable energy generation when
it should be about all energy generation and
development. New York State has a responsibility to
meet the people's demand for reliable, cheap and clean
electricity.

It also has a unique tool to be able to meet
this demand and that is the New York Power Authority or
NYPA. NYPA has helped meet New York's energy demands
for decades but due to the policy decision it's being
underutilized in a time where New York City is facing
blackouts. Some are fine with this, seeing the private
sector as the only force able to solve this crisis,
while others believe NYPA should be empowered to slowly
build renewable energy and expanded transmission and

would forbid them in pursuing all other power projects.
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They are both wrong. NYPA needs to be
empowered to build all forms of energy generation,=
storage, transmission and distribution. From batteries
to pumped storage hydro to coal, wind to nuclear, solar
natural gas, just transmission to distribution, NYPA
should be allowed to build it all. It should be also
allowed to sell its generation on its own lines and
through the NYISO clearing house. It's simple build a
laces out, undoing any restrictions with the past and
without any wacky stipulations, would allow NYPA to
build whatever it is directed to build without getting
bogged down in legal minutia.

This would also then leave the political fight
about what should be built for later directives. I
agree with my opponents that a public force generating
power at cost, would be cheaper than the independent
power production we have now and if we are wrong, there
would still be more electrons on the grid, a win-win
scenario. This could be further subsidized by New York
State Policy directors making it cheaper for all. As
opposed to for example, deeper bureaucratic means
testing in the original bill.

However, not all generation sources are
created equal and the advantage of nuclear which my

opponents called a fossil fuel in the first version of
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the BPRA is cheap, reliable, clean, compact and safe.
You get a perfect meet the energy demands of the people.
And on top of all this NYPA has experienced running
nuclear power plants, making them a perfect fit for the
organization but too cheap to meter of nuclear combined
with the power at cost of public power, would enable a
new era of industrial prosperity in New York State
improving the lives of all. Thank you.

ASSEMBLY MEMBER PAULIN: Sorry about that, I
was muted. Thank you. Can I now call on Paul Van
Linden. Now you can speak, Mr. Linden.

MR. VAN LINDEN TOL: Thank you very much.
Yeah, my name is Paul Van Linden and I'm a retired
librarian and I oppose the build public renewable sec
for the following reasons. Renewables alone cannot
significantly diminish New York State's decarbonization,
unless at self-destructive cost. Mother nature does not
supply as this to energy when we demand or needed. We
learn from Germany, California and Texas, that droughts,
heat waves, storms, doldrums, or even international
political upheaval, rand or renewables impotent.

New York State cannot run its complex economy
on mother nature, with mother nature's energy alone.

The Honorable Speaker Carl Heastie is right when he

observed that this act and pass will become too
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